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New accusations, new calls 
to get out of race for Moore 


WOMAN SAYS SENATE HOPEFUL ATTACKED HER WHEN SHE WAS 16 


TRAFFIC 
LAB 


Metro to 
simplify 
rates with 
a flat fare 


TAKES EFFECT JULY 1 


On Monday, Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., called on Moore 
to withdraw from the race. The head of the 
Republican campaign committee, Sen. 
Cory Gardner, R-Colo., said the Senate 
should vote to expel Moore if he is elected 
by Alabama voters. 

“I believe the women,” McConnell told 
reporters Monday in Kentucky. “I think he 
should step aside.” 


McConnell joins growing list of GOP senators urging Moore to quit 


By LISA MASCARO AND NINA AGRAWAL 

Tribune Washington Bureau (TNS) 

| WASHINGTON — Amid new allegations 
3 that Alabama Senate candidate Roy 

Moore molested teenage girls decades 

ago, GOP leaders intensified their calls 

Monday for him to quit the race, even 


threatening to expel Moore if he wins. 

The accusations against Moore have 
thrown the GOP into a crisis, splintering 
the party and risking defeat in the Dec. 12 
special election, in which polls show Dem- 
ocrat Doug Jones now has a narrow lead in 
the Deep South state. 


Roy Moore 


See > MOORE, A3 Replacing 3-tiered rates 
with a new basic fare; 
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won’t affect ORCALIFT 


By MIKE LINDBLOM 
Seattle Times transportation 
reporter 


Iran- Iraq quake devastates region 


King County Metro Transit will 
simplify its fares next year, when 
a flat $2.75 takes effect July 1. 

The new fare applies to all 
standard adult trips, including 
the use of multiple buses within 
two hours. 

The Metropolitan King County 
Council voted Monday to enact 
the proposal that Executive Dow 
Constantine announced in Au- 
gust, with minor tweaks. 

Fares now are three-tiered: a 
$3.25 for a two-zone, peak trip 
that crosses between Seattle and 
suburbs; a $2.75 rate for peak 
trips in one zone; or $2.50 for 
off-peak travel. 

Monday’s vote doesn’t affect 
the ORCA LIFT program, in 
which about 56,000 low-income 
adults are now registered to use 
fare cards for $1.50 a trip. Nor 
will senior/disabled or youth 
fares change. It also doesn’t 
affect Access minibus service for 
people unable to ride regular 
transit routes. 

Altogether, an estimated 
59 percent of all bus riders 
should see no difference in cost 
per trip, while 35 percent will 
pay 25 cents more and 6 percent 
will pay 50 cents less. 

There should be little or no 
impact on costs for commuters 
who get partly or fully subsidized 
monthly passes through employ- 
ers — who buy ORCA credits 
from Metro in volume discounts. 
Those commuters account for 
32 percent of the average 
420,000 daily boardings. 

The new basic fare, combined 
with a small increase in subsidy 
programs, is expected to increase 
Metro’s operating revenues by a 
net $2.3 million in 2020, a small 
proportion of the operating 
budget. Fares now cover 31 
percent of operating costs, which 
average just over $200 per hour 
per bus. 

Also, Metro estimated that 
scrapping zone- and time-based 
fares will save between $1.5 mil- 
lion and $2.7 million in design or 
software overruns for “Next 

See > FARES, A9 
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Above: Earthquake survivors warm themselves in front of 
destroyed buildings Monday in Sarpol-e-Zahab, in western 
Iran. A powerful magnitude 7.3 earthquake shook the Iran- 
Iraq border late Sunday, killing more than 450 people and 
injuring thousands. Sarpol-e-Zahab was particularly hard- 
hit by the quake, and the local hospital was damaged. 


Left: Relatives weep over the body of an earthquake victim 
in Sarpol-e-Zahab, western Iran. The quake, which struck 
about 19 miles outside the eastern Iraqi city of Halabja, 
was felt as far west as the Mediterranean coast, and is 
being called the deadliest so far of 2017. 


DESPERATE Search for survivors in the rubble > A6 
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New guidelines give millions more high blood pressure 


The American Heart Association, the 


American College of Cardiology and 


i By LENNY BERNSTEIN the deadly condition soon- under the age of 45, now icant risk for heart disease the new hypertensive cate- 
nine other groups on Monday AND ARIANA EUNJUNG CHA. èr, will be considered hyper- and death and disability,” gory will need medication. 
redefined high blood pressure as a The Washington Bost Acting for the firsttime tensive. Under the previ- said Robert M. Carey, Rather, they hope, that 
reading of 130 over 80, down from 140 The nation’s heart ex- in 14years, the American ous guideline, 32 percent co-chairman of the group See > GUIDELINES, A9 


over 90. 


The change, the first in 14 years, means 
that 46 percent of U.S. adults, many of 


them under the age of 45, now will be 
considered hypertensive. Under the 
previous guideline, 32 percent of U.S. 
adults had high blood pressure. 


perts tightened the guide- 
lines for high blood pres- 
sure Monday, a change 
that will sharply increase 
the number of U.S. adults 
considered hypertensive in 
the hope that they, and 
their doctors, will address 


Heart Association and the 
American College of Cardi- 
ology redefined high blood 
pressure as a reading of 
130 over 80, down from 
140 over 90. The change 
means that 46 percent of 
U.S. adults, many of them 


of U.S. adults had high 
blood pressure. 

“We're recognizing that 
blood pressures that we in 
the past thought were 
normal or so-called ‘pre- 
hypertensive’ actually 
placed the patient at signif- 


that produced the new 
report. “The risk hasn’t 
changed. What’s changed 
is our recognition of the 
risk.” 

But the report’s authors 
predicted that relatively 
few of those who fall into 
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Sildenafil is the ONLY active ingredient in Viagra®. 
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